A survey on the prevalence of Thelazia spp. in Abruzzo region (Italy) in slaughtered native horses was conducted from August 29, 1997 to August 28, 1998. Both eyes from 1 28 eight-month to 11 year-old native animals were examined. 50 horses (39.06 %)
were found parasitized by Thelazia lacrymalis. 502 specimens (371 females, 88 males and 12 larvae) were collected. In the infected horses the numbers of T. lacrymalis ranged from 1 to 48, with a mean count burden of 3.92 per head (SD = 7.79).
T. lacrymalis specimens were mainly in the excretory ducts of the Harderian gland, and also in the ducts of the lacrimal glands, free in the conjunctiva and behind the nictitancte. Gross examination showed a conjunctivitis, more frequently a follicular conjunctivitis, in the 58 % of the infected horses. 
Résumé : PRÉVALENCE DE THELAZIA LACRYMALIS (NEMATODA, SPIRURIDA, THELAZIIDAE) CHEZ DES CHEVAUX NATIFS DES ABRUZZES (CENTRE-EST DE L'ITALIE)

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Note de recherche
Article available at http://www.parasite-journal.org or http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/parasite/2000071051 eyelids and skin surroundings the orbits were removed and examined for Thelazia worms. Both eyes belonging to each animal were then placed in a jar containing physiological solution and returned to the University for examination. Each jar was labeled with the geographic origin, age, sex of the donors. In the laboratory the lateral canthus was cut and, after eversion of the eyelids, the exposed surface of the conjunctiva was examined using a dissecting black pan; manual pressure was applied to the base of the ducts of the lacrimal gland and the nictitating membrane to allow the emission of the worms.
Specimens were fixed in hot 4 % formaldehyde + 1 % propionic acid, and processed to glycerine by Seinhorst's rapid methods (Seinhorst, 1966) .
To determine the presence of risk factors four relations were studied: et al., 1995 ), 14.7 % (Giangaspero et al. 1996 ) and 3.1 % (Hoglung et al., 1997 , respectively.
Gross ophtalmic examination in infected animals
showed an extreme variability in clinical signs, although, as has been showed in other countries (Beelitz et al, 1997) and in Apulian horses (Giangaspero et al, 1996) , the presence of a follicular conjunctivitis seems to be a common finding. 
